
U b i  c a r i t a s  e t  a m o r ,  
D e u s  i b i  e s t  1

Where there is charity and love,  
there is God. 

A  M e d i t a t i o n  
 Ubi Caritas is an hymn of the Christian Church attributed to Paulinus of Aquileia in 796 1

AD. It as long been part of the liturgy for Maundy Thursday in Holy Week. In the Bible, 
charity is often synonymous with love, particularly the selfless, unconditional love known 
as ‘agape’. It emphasises the importance of loving God and one's neighbour, reflecting the 
highest form of love in Christian theology.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paulinus_of_Aquileia


We pray together: 

Heavenly Father, open our hearts 
to the silent presence of the spirit of your Son. 
Lead us into that mysterious silence 
where your love is revealed 
to all who call. 
Maranatha, come Lord Jesus. 

We share silence prayer of about 20 minutes, after which the harp 
will play and we continue: 

	 In the name of the Father, Father, 
	 in the name of the Son, the Son, 
	 in the name of the Holy Spirit, Spirit, 
	 our God, three in one, our God, three in one. 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour 
had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.  
John 13. 1-2 

	 Ubi caritas, Ubi caritas 
	 et amor, et amor, 
	 Ubi caritas, Ubi caritas 
	 Deus ibi est, Deus ibi est. 
	  
During supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things 
into his hands, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and 
tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and 
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel 
that was tied around him.  
John 13. 3-5 



Ubi caritas, Ubi caritas 
	 et amor, et amor, 
	 Ubi caritas, Ubi caritas 
	 Deus ibi est, Deus ibi est. 

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to 
wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You will 
never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have 
no share with me.’  
John 13. 6-8 

	 Wash me, O Lord, Wash me, O Lord, 
	 let me share with you, let me share with you. 
	 Wash me, O Lord, Wash me, O Lord, 
	 I’ll abide with you, I’ll abide with you. 

	 For in my pride, without you Lord, 
	 I’m forever lost, ever lost, 
	 but I am found, but I am found, 
	 by the humble God, by the humble God. 

	 Ubi caritas, Ubi caritas 
	 et amor, et amor, 
	 Ubi caritas, Ubi caritas 
	 Deus ibi est, Deus ibi est. 

As the harp plays we take time to abide in the love of God: Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit . . .  



After [Jesus] had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had 
returned to the table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have 
done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for 
that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an 
example, that you also should do as I have done to you.  
John 13. 12-15 

	 Ubi caritas, Ubi caritas 
	 et amor, et amor, 
	 Ubi caritas, Ubi caritas 
	 Deus ibi est, Deus ibi est. 

As the harp plays we hold in the love of God those whom we seek to 
serve, improvising on Jesus’ example . . .  

And we sing for a final time of the love of God: 

	 Ubi caritas, Ubi caritas 
	 et amor, et amor, 
	 Ubi caritas, Ubi caritas 
	 Deus ibi est, Deus ibi est. 

	 In the name of the Father, Father, 
	 in the name of the Son, the Son, 
	 in the name of the Holy Spirit, Spirit, 
	 our God, three in one, our God, three in one. 
	 Amen, Amen. 

The music lead sheet to accompany this liturgy is available to download:  
www.lucybunce.com 


